
Draft for Consultation Purposes 
 

World Urban Parks – An Invitation to Park and 
Recreation National Associations 

 
World Urban Parks is the international representative body for the urban parks, open space and recreation 

sector. At a time when more than 50% of the world lives in urban areas, projected to grow to 70% in year 

2050, strengthening the collective voice of urban park and recreation leaders around the globe is 

paramount to build healthy communities and sustainable environments. 
 

World Urban Parks will be truly representative of the diverse international urban parks and recreation 

community, with membership ranging from park and recreation associations, city agencies, NGOs and 

community groups, universities, research institutes and businesses as well as professional and community 

individuals. However the largest board representation is by national associations and world-class agencies 

reflecting their professional and government constituencies and the funding capacity of agencies. 

 

 World Urban Parks should be considered very much the international arm of the world’s national park and 

recreation associations in providing a collective international voice and strengthening the associations themselves. 

 

To benefit national associations the organisation will : 

 

1. Provide global research and experience to help make the case for more funding, supporting advocacy at the 

local, national, and international level 

2. Work with other  related international organisations  to speak with a unified voice to ensure parks are 

recognized as an essential city-building tool  

3. Extend your member’s access to knowledge  across the world in the form of international networks, data and 

information on common issues and efficiencies, benchmarking, project collaboration, study tours, staff 

exchange and consultancy. 

4. Broker international speakers, world conference status and promotion of national association conferences 

5. Provide Associate member status, with basic benefits, to all national association members 

6. Encourage organisations and professionals to join their national association by offering a 50% fee discount to  

World Urban Parks full members who belong to a national association that is a member of World Urban Parks 

7. Facilitate the establishment of national associations in countries where these do not exist or augment services 

where they don’t exist (eg national-level professional accreditation) 

8. Provide international services that build on national services, such as international awards recognizing the best 

national award winners, international accreditation for national accreditation holders.  

9. Setting international standards , endorsing , brokering and promoting national services and products with 

international application eg benchmarking, formal peer reviews, specialized training 

10. Promotion of urban parks and recreation through coordinated international programs eg Parks Week 

 

Your membership will assist World Urban Parks in its mission and help raise the profile and recognition of 

the importance of the urban parks, open space and recreation sector at a national and international 

level; connect national associations world-wide and bring direct international benefits to your members. 

 

Annual membership fees vary by size of the Association’s operating budget (USD) 

Budget <$100k $100-500k $500k-2m $2-6m $6-10m $10-15m 

Fee $450 $750 $1,100 $1500 $2000 $2750 

 

 

For more information and to make an application visit www.worldurbanparks.org 

http://www.worldurbanparks.org/

