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INTRODUCTION: 

Over the next 5 World Urban Parks Newsletters, a series of articles will explore the 
concept of what a “National Park City”.  These articles have been inspired by the 
leadership from the Greater London National Park City group.  The aim of these 
articles is to explore what parks are in an urban centric world and what developments 
have occurred since the concept of “national parks” were created. 
The articles are aimed to generate debate and to enable World Urban Parks to develop 
a policy and position on this emerging concept. 
In exploring “What defines a National Park City” the series of articles will explore –  
 

• The meaning of a National Park 
• Present Concepts of Urban National Parks 
• What Constitutes the attributes that define a National Urban 

Park 
• UK’s Best idea for Parks – The National Park City Concept 
• Where to next – World Urban Parks Leadership 

 
Published Articles in this Series: 
Article 1 – What defines a National Park City - The meaning of a National Park 
Article 2 – Present Concepts of Urban National Parks 
Article 3 - What Constitutes the attributes that define a National Urban Park 
Article 4 – UK’s Best idea for Parks – The National Park City Concept 
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WHERE TO NEXT 

Traditionally we would think about establishing an international committee to 
consider if the concept – National Park City has any validity or scientific bases.  And 
at some stage this may occur, however this would be a disservice to the individuals 
who through their vision, passion and absolute belief gave us the platform for this 
concept. 
 
What would a John Muir or Capability Brown thought of the need for a “committee’ 
to validate their vision’s?  
 
But it is their vision’s that this concept is built upon including the leadership passion 
to think differently. 
 
And we still need to ponder the bigger questions: 
 

• When does a “National City Park” exist? 
• Is it a valid concept for the future? 
• Are there standards that must be achieved? 
• Do these questions matter and is it just more important that 

the world is more liveable? 

WHEN DOES A “NATIONAL CITY PARK” EXIST? 

In John Muir’s world, the concept of “National Parks” existed before the name 
became America’s greatest idea, as it was about the concept, the vision.  In the case of 
London in 2017, it is fundamentally about grassroots acceptance and in fact it exists 
when: 

"There is no precedent for creating a National Park City. It 
hasn’t been done before. For such a proposition to work, it 

needs to have the backing of the people who live in and 
govern the city. 

 
In the UK, electoral wards are our smallest and most local 

political areas.  Councilors are elected to every ward and 
local government council. 

 
Ward councilors are our most grassroots and accessible 
political representatives. The principle of this campaign, 
therefore, is to gain the support of at least two-thirds of 

London’s 649 wards, the Mayor of London and the London 
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Assembly. In doing so, this will provide the legitimacy to 
transform the capital into an official National Park City." 

 

The answer is that it exists when a Society decides that it does and it doesn’t matter 
that there hasn’t been an International Committee making the decision. 
 
 
IS IT A VALID CONCEPT FOR THE FUTURE? 

This is a curious question when you reflect on John Muir, Capability Brown or any 
historical decision, they seem so obvious, clear and correct, in hindsight.  However, in 
their moment of time they were concepts or decisions that were brave and beyond 
“the pail” (our thinking). 
 
When I consider if the National Park City concept is valid now and into the future, I 
do reflect on certain examples that highlight why we should readily embrace and 
develop the concept. 
 
Initially, I think of the Eiffel Tower & Paris.  A structure that was to be temporary but 
now defines a city.  I think of the closed catchments of Melbourne, that were 
established in the 1880’s that have fundamentally enabled Melbourne to become the 
most liveable city in the world (apart from probably the best City water in the world). 
 
I think of the Healthy Parks Health People concept from the late 1990’s that was 
initially ignored by the mainstream environment sector and is now a key fundamental 
concept regarding the future of national parks and protected areas. 
 
If you are still are unconvinced, consider the endless focus on “liveability” and that 
the majority of the world’s population reside in “urban” environments and that this is 
heading towards 70% by 2040. 
 
The answer is clearly that it is time and it is the test of time that decides. 
 
ARE THERE STANDARDS THAT MUST BE ACHIEVED? 

Yes and No.  The original concept of National Parks wasn’t the result of a UN body 
decision with endless compromises and definitions.  And this concept shouldn’t be 
subject to this, however there should be a process that helps define and explore the 
concept as London tests the ideas but also to build upon the concepts that have been 
explored elsewhere in the world to create “National Parks” in an urban setting. 
 
In Article 3 - What Constitutes the attributes that define a National Urban Park, I 
explored this and what may be considered.   
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DO THESE QUESTIONS MATTER AND IS IT JUST 
MORE IMPORTANT THAT THE WORLD IS MORE 
LIVEABLE? 

Initially No, as it is that individuals and thus communities keep striving to make the 
world a better place – more Liveable.  And thus, to keep Thinking Differently to 
Rethink Parks (#rethinkparks) 
 
If London’s space was arranged as follows: 

 
Source: GLNP City 

 
In most places in the world, it would be deemed a “National Park” – probably would 
have been called the Greater Thames National Park.  #Rethinking Parks and how we 
see space is so important in a modern world or is it the legacy of the “Capability” 
Brown’s that we are now starting to understand? 
 
So, looking at space differently and how it interacts with society, is the essence of 
“Do these Questions Matter” – what matters is that they are thinking differently and 
there is traction with the people of London. 

 
WHERE NEXT 

The World Urban Parks will: 
 

• Make a Policy Statement defining our commitment to the 
ideals espoused by the London thought leaders. 

 
• Encourage further debate and discussion about advancing this 

concept 

 
• Attempt to explore and answer these questions that need to 

be considered. 
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• Establish an International Committee to establish a modern 
framework to advance the concept pf “National Park Cities” 

 
 
 
 

CONTRIBUTE YOUR THOUGHTS: 

Email: ncmccarthy@me.com 
Twitter:  Neil@parksforlife OR  World Urban Parks 
Wordpress:  parks4life.wordpress.com 
 
 

 


