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INTRODUCTION: 

Over the next 5 World Urban Parks Newsletters, a series of articles 
will explore the concept of what a “National Park City”.  These 
articles have been inspired by the leadership from the Greater 
London National Park City group.  The aim of these articles is to 
explore what parks are in an urban centric world and what 
developments have occurred since the concept of “national parks” 
were created. 

The articles are aimed to generate debate and to enable World 
Urban Parks to develop a policy and position on this emerging 
concept. 

In exploring “What defines a National Park City” the series of 
articles will explore –  

• The meaning of a National Park 
• Present Concepts of Urban National Parks 
• What Constitutes the attributes that define a National Urban 

Park 
• UK’s Best idea for Parks – The National Park City Concept 
• Where to next – World Urban Parks Leadership 

 

Published Articles in this Series: 

Article 1 – What defines a National Park City - The meaning of a 
National Park 

Article 2 – Present Concepts of Urban National Parks 

Article 3 - What Constitutes the attributes that define a National 
Urban Park 
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UK’S BEST IDEA FOR PARKS – 
THE NATIONAL PARK CITY 
CONCEPT 

Looking at space differently and how it interacts with society, is the 
essence of UK’s Best Idea for Parks 

In the first three articles, I started to explore: 

• The idea of the meaning of National Parks and it was 
interesting to understand that the modern definition of a 
National Park is different from the original intent,  

• The history and what might be National Urban Parks,  
• What defines a city space – the context of the “Urban National 

Park”, and 
• What constitutes the attributes that defines a National Park 

(in a modern sense) and are there other approaches and how 
this might relate to “National Urban Parks”. 

In this article, I will explore what might be the “UK’s Best Idea” for 
parks: 

• as the National Parks concept was “America’s Best Idea” in 
the sense of having them and  

• the Healthy Parks Healthy People concept might be 
“Australia’s Best Idea” in the sense of the true value of parks.    

LEGACY 

The English (& European) legacy of parks has a very distinct and 
long history that has shaped numerous cities and nations around 
the world.  2016 was the 300th Anniversary of an individual who has 
substantial shaped this legacy in a contemporary sense – Capability 
Brown 

I have written much about “Design Legacy” and the Capability 
Browns’ of this world.  And the fabric of “space” that has occurred in 
the UK has enabled the new “John Muir’s” of this world to rethink 
and reimagine what that landscape could be in a city context.   
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With John Muir’s legacy of “America’s Best Idea” - In 1864 there 
was no doubt that the significance of the landscape (the Cathedrals 
of the Valleys) provided the foundational motive for Yosemite 
National Park and thus the unique landscape shaped by the 
“Capabilities” of this world in the UK and especially in London this 
has provide the fabric of the London National Park City.   

The concept of the London National Park City, is about the thinkers, 
similar to the John Muir’s of the world, as it was John Muir thinking 
differently about the landscape that lead to the National Park 
concept. 

KEY THINKERS 

The Key Thinkers who are Rethinking what is space, a park and our 
connection to nature (#RethinkParks) are: 

Daniel Raven-Ellison 

I’m a father, husband, educator, guerrilla geographer, 
explorer, experimenter, activist, feminist, author, drummer, 

Director of Explorer HQ and Topolocus Limited, a 
creator Mission:Explore and a lead partner in The Geography 

Collective. I’m also delighted to be one of National 
Geographic’s Emerging Explorers. 

http://ravenellison.com 

Judy Ling Wong CBE 

Judy Ling Wong is the UK President of Black Environment 
Network, with an international reputation as the pioneer in 

the field of ethnic participation in the built and natural 
environment. Judy lives in Llanberis, a village set against the 

dramatic landscape of Snowdonia in Wales. BEN works 
across diverse sectors in the context of sustainable 

development, integrating social, cultural and environmental 
concerns. Current themes include natural conservation, 

urban design, history and heritage, identity, health, 
employment, and access to the countryside and urban green 

spaces.  
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Judy is a major voice on policy towards social inclusion. Her 
contribution has included membership of the DCMS Historic 

Environment Executive Committee, ODPM Urban Green 
Spaces Task Force, National Trust Council for England and 

Wales, Wales Assembly Government Environmental Strategy 
Reference Group, Scottish Museums Council National Access 

and Learning Steering Group, and the IUCN/WCPA Task 
Force for Cities and Protected Areas.  

 Source:  Black Environment Network 

http://www.judylingwong.co.uk 

 

THE CONCEPT – LONDON NATIONAL PARK CITY - IN 
A VERY BRIEF SUMMARY 

Let’s make London the world’s first National Park City. A city 
where people and nature are better connected. A city that is 

rich with wildlife and every child benefits from exploring, 
playing and learning outdoors. A city where we all enjoy 

high-quality green spaces, the air is clean to breathe, it’s a 
pleasure to swim in its rivers and green homes are 

affordable. 
 

Together we can make London a greener, healthier and fairer 
place to live. 

 
Together we can make London a National Park City 

Of London 

London is one of the world’s most inspirational, distinctive 
and iconic cities. Thousands of years of human activity is 

visible – but London is shaped by its hills, valleys and rivers, 
too. Boasting four World Heritage Sites, London’s urban and 
built heritage sits alongside its conserved natural landscape. 

It is home to 8.6 million people as well as more than 
8.3 million trees and 13,000 species of wildlife. 
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and what has been said - To get a real sense of the concept (and 
the passion) I would encourage you to read the following document: 

A proposal to make Greater London the world’s first National 
Park City 

https://s3-eu-west-
1.amazonaws.com/nationalparkcity/(Text+Only+A4)+Greater+Lond

on+National+Park+City+Proposal+1.2.pdf 

and watch the following YouTube videos: 

The main London National Park City site   

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYAiZdrwfPs_LXdnTprG7g 

 

The Concept 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFGx8YE61Ro 

From the Blue: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6PpC2d4g6tA 
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From the school: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-N7Zp2hK5Xo 

 

THINKING DIFFERENTLY: 

If London’s space was arranged as follows: 

 

Source: GLNP City 

In most places in the world, it would be deemed a “National Park” – 
probably would have been called the Greater Thames National Park.  
#Rethinking Parks and how we see space is so important in a 
modern world or is it the legacy of the “Capability” Brown’s that we 
are now starting to understand? 

So how would we really define a “National Park” in a city or A 
National Park City? 

Is this a new concept that requires criteria of exceptional standards 
or is it like where John Muir started, a belief of which we have then 
commodified?  
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WHERE NEXT 

So, in this Article, I have explored the emerging concept of a 
National Park City through the leadership of London National Park 
concept.  The next Article will outline where to next and explore a 
policy basis for this approach to supported by World Urban Parks. 

CONTRIBUTE YOUR THOUGHTS: 

Email: ncmccarthy@me.com 

Twitter:  Neil@parksforlife OR  World Urban Parks 
Wordpress:  parks4life.wordpress.com 

 

Next Article:  What defines a National Park City - Where to 
next – World Urban Parks Leadership? 

 

 


