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I would like to inform that as a Head Delegate of World Urban Parks, and on behalf of 
Jorge Perez-Jaramillo I attended the World Design Summit Meeting (WDSM) in Montréal 
last October 23-24, 2017. 
 
Jorge Perez-Jaramillo, Co-Chair - Americas Region, actively participated in the pre-
summit meetings and conversations, as well as the Environmental Committee with the 
other international signatory organizations. Due to last minute difficulties by Jorge to 
attend the WDSM, I willingly accepted representing WUP. Fortunately, I was already 
participating in the World Design Summit and could make arrangements to stay over the 
WDSM. 
 
The following is a brief report of WUP participation in the meetings. During the first day, I 
was asked to present the organization to other WDSM attendees. As follows the 
information presented. 
 

World Urban Parks Presentation: 
 

World Urban Parks is the international organisation representing the vibrant 
urban parks, open space and recreation sector. We promote city liveability, 
place-making, conservation and access (open space, parks, recreation 
activities in urban settings), and provides strong membership services by 
connecting, leveraging and supporting diverse memberships across the 
international urban parks, open space and recreation community and allied 
sectors (such as business). We are a community wanting to make a better world 
and who are ready to help each other. 
 
- Our Vision: A World where people value and have easy access to quality 
urban parks, open space and recreation.  
 - Our Mission: To promote and support the provision, effective management 
and use of urban parks, open space and recreation world-wide as an integral 
contribution to healthy communities connected to the natural world 
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The WDSM declaration is a good example of what our members expect from 
WUP, This provides a meaningful opportunity not only to initiate and consolidate 
international alliances, but also to actively participate in and inform policy making 
processes. 
 
WUP recognizes the need for strategic leadership and collaboration among 
design related disciplines that commit with our mission of improving the quality 
of open space in our cities Signing Montreal’s Design Declaration constitutes a 
step forward to advance on advocacy and collaboration among our members. 
 
Our participation in the WDSM, and support to the Montreal Design Declaration 
are aligned with the mission and goals of our organization of representing the 
Global Voice of our members (from public, private and civil sectors) who actively 
promote and facilitate provision of access to open spaces, parks and recreation 
within urban communities.  

 
The WDSM Steering Committee presented a report from each Working Committee. 
WUP actively participated in the Environmental Committee meeting prior to the summit. 
We were invited to present comments to enrich the conversation and revision of the 
Declaration content. The following are the remarks presented in the open discussion. 
 

World Urban Parks Comments on Environmental Committee Report: 
 
WUP is a Global voice of the Parks, Open Space & Recreation sector. We 
acknowledge that this declaration must foster and implement design for the 
greater common good where better design of Parks and Public Spaces 
constitute fundamental scenarios. 
 
WUP reaffirms the need of prioritizing on promotion and implementation of 
actions to “design” better cities, safer, healthier, more equitable and sustainable, 
where urban Parks and Public Spaces for public life are a priority. 
 
We as an international organization would like to reaffirm our commitment to 
continue working towards supporting this initiative in collaboration with all our 
members and Montreal’s Design Declaration signatory officials and supporters. 
 
This declaration is a stepping-stone and serves as inspiration for a long-term 
work, together with many different institutions. This will be a starting point for a 
collective joint agenda for the next 10 yrs. 

 
 
During the second day of the WDSM, the Montreal Design Declaration – Annex Projects 
were discussed. David Grossman (ico-D President) from the WDSM Steering 
Committee, along with the support of the other international organizations and audience 
suggest all participant organization to circulate the Montreal Design Declaration among 
their members. 
 
The WDSM organizers will send a signed Declaration in PDF format, then we, WUP, 
could circulate it among our members and posted in newsletters, website, and other 
social media platforms. 
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The following are the areas where 20 projects were included in the Montreal Design 
Declaration. In these areas, WUP could potentially support and create alliances and/or 
support other international organizations: 
 

1. Metrics - Making the Case 
2. Creating a Common Language 
3. Policy and Governments 
4. Education and Research 
5. Doing and Demonstrating 
6. Design Community – Standards 
7. Creating a Common Cause 

 
WUP could support in the following areas with some of the work done by our Working 
Committees: 

• Sharing Best-Practices 
• Providing Case Studies  
• Supporting Global Databases 
• Educating the General Public 
• Supporting the World Design Day (April 27th) 
• Informing other international & signatory organizations about out role, inviting 

them to join us to share information and/or create strategic alliances 
 
The Montréal Design Declaration is a living document, a result of continued international 
collaboration which WUP has been part of it. 
 
The declaration is a “global call to action to governments, professional and educational 
entities, various stakeholders, civil society and to designers themselves.” (Montréal 
Design Declaration – Foreword) 
 
“This first Declaration also proposes concrete and targeted actions. These are based on 
the premise that leadership in the field of design is key to providing permanent solutions 
and that the implementation of design methodologies contributes greatly to a sustainable 
future.” (https://buff.ly/2ycSdJb) 
 
At the outset, WUP signed the Montréal Design Declaration on October 24th in 
Montréal. 
 
 



 4 

 
 

  
 
 

---  
S. V. Murillo-Morales 

October 29, 2017 


