
You are invited to join any of the three working parties formed under the standing 
committee Large Urban Parks. Please, communicate your interest to any of the chair 
persons of the working parties. 

Three Working parties of Large Urban Parks standing committee within World Urban parks 

Good Practices 

Co-Chair: Peter Verdyck, peter.verdyck@provincieantwerpen.be 

Co-chair: Lilia Haua lhaua@probosquechapultepec.org 

 

Large urban parks provide both common and unique issues for planning, management, 

revitalization and ongoing care. They also provide services beyond those of small urban parks 

and squares. There is a need to share knowledge about how to handle various tasks and issues 

among large urban parks stewards, managers, funders, planners, defenders and advocates. The 

Good Practices working party intends to set up a data-base aimed providing practice-based 

information and sharing at the operational and managerial level, leaving the fundamental issues 

of general knowledge about large urban parks to a Knowledge and Research working party (see 

below). 

 

Among the operational and managerial opportunities are such issues as how to: foster 

biodiversity; control invasive species; engage the general public and volunteers; support 

adequate staff; retain historic features and character; provide up-to-date, and much more. 

 

The aim is to create a searchable data-base, containing summaries, contacts, references, links 

and some in-depth information. A blog or forum function would eventually be added to have 

questions posted and answered. 

 

The working party should consist of people well acquainted with the operation and management 

of large parks. Peter is the director of the large urban park Rivierenhof in Antwerp (Belgium – 

Europe) and a few smaller parks. Lilia is the executive director of the Chapultepec Park Trust 

(Mexico City – Mexico). Others are encouraged to join. 
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Knowledge and Research 

Co-Chair: Patricia O’Donnell odonnell@heritagelandscapes.com 

Co-Chair: Alizadeh Hoosmand hoshali@yahoo.co.uk 

  

The stewardship, conservation and inherent values of large urban parks differ from those of 

smaller parks, squares, boulevards, urban street trees and green roofs. What distinguishes large 

urban parks in terms of their unique values and what is an overlap with other city green?  

Aspects of human health, air quality, climate change response, resilience, ecosystem services are 

among the topics to explore in terms of research findings. The issue of the import of large parks 

as cities grow is also relevant in terms of their protection as urban densification proceeds.  

 

Research on large urban parks will be collected in a staged data-base. This data-base will cover 

scientific research and in-depth evaluations in various fields: ecology, habitat, biology, geology, 

heritage, landscape architecture, planning, architecture, park uses, sociology, psychology, health, 

economy and contemporary issues like climate change, resilience and the many benefits of large 

parks to the urban populace.  

 

The aim is to have the data-base contain articles, reports, links, references, and contacts to 

entities addressing research in dealing with issues that are relevant for large urban parks. 

 

This working party should be composed of a varied group with interests in knowledge and 

research oriented towards science, research and academics. Patricia is the principal, at Heritage 

Landscapes LLC, a consultancy (US) and Alizadeh is a professor of urban design (Kurdistan-

Iran). 

 

Advocacy and Events 

Co-Chair: Chris Hardman chris.hardman@parks.vic.gov.au 

Co-Chair: Henrik Waldenström Henrik.Waldenstrom@wwf.se  

 

For all purposes this working party will need a line of reasoning about and advocating large 

urban parks. Out of the collection of scientific and other material from the working party on 

Knowledge and research and in cooperation with that working party this working party will put 

together a firmly based argument for large urban parks. 

 

This working party will plan events and participation in events organized by others. Events can 

be of many different kinds: seminars, conferences, exhibitions, lectures, publications, technical 

tours and much more. 

 

First priority is to plan participation in events organized by World Urban Parks: the next 

congresses and various regional meetings. In what ways can large urban parks be demonstrated 
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and brought up as a theme at these events? In what ways can large urban parks be part of and 

complement other themes at these events? 

 

Chris is regional director of Parks Victoria (Melbourne – Australia). Henrik Waldenström is 

project leader with the World Wildlife Fund in Sweden. 

 

 

 


