
Invitation to Join the World Urban Parks - Large Urban Parks Network 

Dear Colleagues  

If you are involved with large urban parks you know that they play a vital role in our communities.  
You also know that they have unique socio-cultural, environmental, and economic roles 
and challenges.   

Now you can join the new World Urban Parks Large Urban Parks network and be part of an 
influential group of urban park leaders and professionals from around the world. Members of the 
network will have the opportunity to learn from some of the most sophisticated, diverse, and world-
renowned parks and parks management practices.  

This network is open for World Urban Parks member organizations and individuals. Due to the 
overwhelming excitement and interest in large urban parks we have already started to attract new 
members.  To become a member of World Urban Parks Just send a short email to Amanda 
O'Rourke, at office@worldurbanparks or Amanda@gpenalosa.ca to say you are interested and she 
will register your interest and keep you informed.  

 

The Large Urban Parks Network arose from the Large Parks in Large Cities Conference in Stockholm 
in September 2015. Conference delegates accepted an offer from World Urban Parks to support a 
member network for large urban parks under a standing committee.   

World Urban Parks hosted a web conference of large urban parks leaders in November 2015 who 
endorsed a terms of reference, and proposed a Large Urban Parks executive committee and initial 
steps to facilitate the formal development of the network. Since then two Co-Chairs, Dr Richard 
Murray, President of Ekoparken, Sweden, and Gil Penalosa, World Urban Parks Chair, and two 
Deputy Chairs, Margaret Gormley, Ireland, and Chris Hardman, Australia, have been appointed. The 
executive committee and Network will be supported by an Executive Officer Amanda O'Rourke, 
World Urban parks.   

The approved objectives of the Large Urban Parks Network are: 

 To represent large urban parks and to support and advance their effective management. 
 To foster and engage an international network of large urban parks managers and 

stakeholders and to exchange knowledge and experience within that network. 
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 To accumulate, develop and spread knowledge relating to the value, use, conservation and 
management of large urban parks through conferences, seminars, research, peer reviews, 
technical visits, working parties, staff exchange etc. 

 To advocate at international, regional and local levels the significant social, economic and 
environmental contribution that historic and contemporary large urban parks make to cities´ 
livability and healthiness, climate change mitigation and sustainability and international 
renown; and the need to plan for and invest in them. 

 To formulate international standards and policy supporting large parks as an essential part of 
city infrastructure and service delivery. 

The Network will also work with other World Urban Parks committees, particularly in the areas of 
standards, best practice, research and conferences to advance a number of these areas.  

 Three working groups have been formed, each with chair-persons appointed (see separate call). 

1. Good practice: co-chairs Peter Verdyck, Belgium, and Lilia Haua, Mexico 
2. Knowledge and research: co-chairs Patricia O’Donnell, USA and Hooshmand Alizadeh, Iran 
3. Advocacy and events: chair Chris Hardman, Australia and Henrick Waldenström, Sweden 

We also invite members to provide a profile on their large urban parks to be published in World 
Parks News. In December 2015 World Parks News profiled articles on Millennium Park, Chicago; 
Royal National City Park, Stockholm; and Albert Park, Melbourne. Send a photo and brief overview of 
your park to ceo@worldurbanparks.org. Other types of articles and written submissions on parks are 
also encouraged. 

   

Millennium Park in Chicago            Albert Park in Melbourne          Royal National City Park, Stockholm 

Those involved with large urban parks are encouraged to join this exciting 
new network. 

Best regards 

 Gil Penalosa and Richard Murray 

Co-Chairs, Large Urban Parks Committee 
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