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Parks, Protected Areas,
Open Spaces and Public Places

For generations, Canadians have defined 
themselves by their relationship with the 
outdoors. Our parks and open spaces 
have been part of who we are – our 
history, identity, and pride.  Canada’s 
demographic and social changes are 
fundamentally altering our relationship 
with nature, with profound personal and 
societal impacts. We have increasingly 
become an urban nation. Moreover, 
Canada’s natural environment is facing 
equally complex challenges. The health 
of many Canadian ecosystems is trending 
downwards, and wildlife species are 
increasingly at risk. To ensure parks 
continue to deliver benefits to our ever-
changing nation, we need to act now. 

Canada’s 150th birthday year marks an 
opportunity for Canadians to re-imagine 
our relationship with the natural world.  
In Banff, where Canada took its first steps 
toward a national vision of parks for all, 
the 2017 Canadian Parks Conference 
will inspire and challenge contemporary 
thinking about parks, protected 
areas, open spaces and public places.  
Building on the strategic directions 
and priorities of the 2016 Canadian 
Parks Summit, this opportunity for 
professional development, networking 
and storytelling recognizes the need 
for practical solutions in the midst of 
increasing complexity. 

The Conference will include six keynote 
presentations and over 45 breakout 
sessions, along with pre-conference 
workshops and tours. There will also be 
a corporate tradeshow, opportunities for 
celebration, outdoor activity sessions and 
fun socials.

French simultaneous translation services 
will be provided for the main plenary 
room and select sessions. Registration 
will be capped at 400 delegates.

Keynote Speakers Registration and 
Accommodation

Chief Dave Courchene
Spiritual Connection to Land and Reconciliation

Mike Walton
Governance Paradigm Shift

Clara Hughes
The Benefits of Nature and Engaging Non-Traditional 
Visitors

Jeff Wells and Stephen Woodley 
The State of Biodiversity in Canada and Reimagining Nature 
Conservation in Canada

Ray Sauvajot
Managing Amid Continuous Change and Embracing 
Collaborative Conservation at the Landscape Scale: 
Perspectives from the U.S. National Park Service

Marc Tremblay
Parks for Health: Nature and the Outdoors as an Antidote 
for Modern Living

Online registration will be available by the end of 
November at 2017parks.com.

The registration fee is estimated to be $650 plus GST. This 
will include all meals (three breakfasts, three lunches and 
three dinners).

Accommodations at the Banff Centre

Superior bedrooms:
$145.00 per night based on single or double occupancy

Standard bedrooms:
$125.00 per night based on single or double occupancy.

Other room options are also available.

Book Online Now.

Accommodation will include use of Sally Borden Recreation 
Centre and Aquatics, wireless internet access; Walter 
Philips Gallery access; complimentary access to select arts 
and culture events; housekeeping service fee; all North 
American phone calls; parking and library access with 
borrowing privileges.

http://arpaonline.ca/events/2017-canadian-parks-conference/
http://arpaonline.ca/events/2017-canadian-parks-conference/
https://register.banffcentre.ca/v1webcontrols/Availability.asp?WCI=Groups&WCE=GroupSelect&BookID=35422&GroupPassword=37001547

