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New Winds of Leadership at World Urban Parks 
A new CEO for World Urban 
Parks 

As chair of World Urban Parks, I am very happy to 
announce that Neil McCarthy has been chosen as 
our new CEO, assuming the role on January 1st

A New Secretariat for World 
Urban Parks -  

, 
2018. 
We are proud and delighted to announce World 
Urban Parks has chosen the Alberta Recreation and 
Parks Association (ARPA) to take over our 
Secretariat responsibilities.  
Everyone at World Urban Parks would also like to 
take this opportunity to say thank you to the New 
Zealand Recreation Association for its commitment 
to providing World Urban Parks secretariat services 
through its establishment and early development 
phase from 2015-2017. 

Challenging the Future 
An Ageing Population – Are Our 
Urban Parks Ready? 

The world population is getting older. Globally, the 
number of older persons (aged 60 years or over) is 
expected to more than double, from 841 million 
people in 2013 to more than 2 billion in 2050. The 
number of adults over 80 years old will quadruple in 
the same period. Are our urban parks ready for this 
significant demographic shift?  
Continue Reading>> 

Celebrating Parks as Free Public 
Spaces for All 

I am very proud to live in Canada, a country with 
some of the most breathtaking national parks. This 
year our federal government has announced all 
national parks will have free admission as part of 
Canada’s 150th anniversary of Confederation. This 
is fantastic, but shouldn’t our parks, which are public 
spaces, always be free? 
Continue Reading>> 

Building a Longer Table There is a famous quote “When you have more than 
you need, build a longer table, not a higher fence.” 
As Chair of World Urban Parks, I see a big part of 
my job as helping to build that 'longer table' and I 
hope that our members also feel that same sense of 
responsibility. 
Continue Reading>> 

https://arpaonline.ca/
http://worldurbanparks.org/en/news-events/news/572-an-ageing-population-are-our-urban-parks-ready
http://worldurbanparks.org/en/news-events/news/534-celebrating-parks-as-free-public-spaces-for-all
http://worldurbanparks.org/en/news-events/news/474-building-a-longer-table


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Insight into Children, Play and 
Nature 

Children need to play. They need to play outside, 
and they benefit tremendously when they have 
experiences in nature. We as humans are hard-
wired for being outside in the natural environment, 
but the cities we are building today are making it 
more difficult for children (and people of all ages) to 
experience the tremendous benefits of play and 
nature. In the U.S, research suggests that 35 per 
cent of households do not have a park within 
walking distance of their home, and that is in one of 
the wealthiest countries in the world. We must do 
much better, not only for the quality of life for 
children today, but also for future generations. 
Continue Reading>> 
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