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INTRODUCTION 
 
The first World Urban Parks (WUP) Europe Region Congress was held in partnership with Hortis, the 
French association for urban parks management, and their annual congress from 5-7 October. The 
venue was the Grand Theatre (pictured) in the UNESCO World Heritage listed city of Albi, France. 
 

   
 
Titled Green Heritage and Green Infrastructure: Evolution or Revolution in Society the congress 
featured 46 speakers and workshop presenters (17 international) plus Hortis region presenters and 
technical tour leaders for a dozen local destinations.  Overall the congress attracted an enthusiastic 
374 registrants - for the congress, a large trade show and accompanying person tours.  

Congress organisation involved 
key members of the Hortis 
Executive, including Jean-Pierre 
Gueneau (President), Stéphane 
Delavallade (Vice President), 
Pascal Goubier (Treasurer), 
Elisabeth Fournier (Secretary 
General); Christian Amiel, (Parks 
Manager, Albi), the World Urban 
Parks Europe Region Committee, 
including Dr Anna Steidle (Chair), 
Dr Christy Boylan (Secretary); and  
WUP CEO Dr Digby Whyte.  
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PROGRAM 
 
The conference was structured with a WUP half day on Tuesday 4th with about 30 members 
presenting on key issues in their countries and holding a Large Urban Parks Committee meeting, and 
the main congress from the Wednesday 5th to Friday 7th, with morning presentations alternating 
with workshops or technical tours in the afternoon. Eight Hortis members received the World Parks 
Academy and Hortis partnered Certified Parks Professional - France certificates at the Gala Dinner on 
the 6th. International WUP members numbered 35 plus 7 accompanying persons.  
 
[Link to presentations when available] 

 
Tuesday 4th Pre congress  

30 World Urban Parks members held a workshop on key issues impacting parks, open space and 
recreation in their countries. Topics ranged from food and immigration issues, to climate change, 
technology, funding, contracting services, green infrastructure and ecosystem services, green cities, 
place making, citizen engagement and volunteering. There was also discussion on how WUP could 
help with standards and knowledge exchange. 

 

Members of the WUP Large Urban Parks Committee met with Chair Dr Richard Murray, to discuss 
the next steps for working groups, Habitat III involvement and follow-up, and the potential to hold a 
second Large Parks in Large Cities conference in Stockholm. 

  

Dr Christy Boylan was recognised by Europe Region Chair Dr Anna Steidle for service as Secretary to 
the Europe Region Committee of WUP and antecedent organisation IFPRA. 
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In the late afternoon Dr Anna Steidle joined Hortis Board members at a press conference. There was 
considerable media interest with Hortis President Jean-Pierre Gueneau interviewed on France 3 
Occitanie 

 
Wednesday 5th : The Various Contributions of Green Spaces Throughout History 

The congress was opened with addresses by Jean-Pierre Gueneau (pictured), Dr Anna Steidle 
(pictured sitting right), Christian Amiel and the Mayor of Albi, Stephanie Guiraud-Chaumeil (pictured 
sitting left).  

 

The Keynote was by Dr Anna Steidle on What we can learn from the history of parks and gardens as 
heritage in the evolution of European cities. 

The rest of the morning featured six presentations, four of them from WUP: Chris Rutherford (Xyst 
Ltd, New Zealand, pictured left) on Yardstick benchmarking for comparing cities for continuous 
improvement, Emanuel Trueb (Basel Parks, Switzerland, pictured p.4)) on the transformation of old 
cemeteries into urban parks using citizen input, Alberto Ipas (Zaragoza, Spain, pictured right) on 
large urban parks as a solution for metropolises using Parque del Agua as a model, and Dr Christy 
Boylan (Ireland and Chair of the World Parks Academy) on the role and services of the World Parks 
Academy with Indiana University and Eppley Institute, including a partnership with Hortis to provide 
professional certification. 

http://events.hortis.fr/infos.php
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Lunch (and coffee breaks) were held as part of a large trade show located in the conference centre 
reception hall and outside in tents and displays in a ‘pop up park’ of lawn and shrubs.  

The trade show featured green and 
landscape infrastructure, maintenance 
machinery and products and 
consultancies from mainly French firms. 
Hortis provided a tent display to 
promote the Hortis and WUP 
associations, with joint brochures and 
roll-up stands.  

 

The afternoon program involved technical visits to four park and heritage areas in Albi: 

• The a la Français gardens of the Berbie Palace, led by Daniele Devynck, Chief Curator of the 
Toulouse-Lautrec Museum housed in the Berbie Palace. 

• The UNESCO listed Saint-Salvi Collegiate Church and its 1270 AD cloister with medieval gardens 
(pictured), led by Marie-Eve Cortes, Manager of the Heritage Department. 
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• The Albi National Garden, led by Catherine Lagarde-Mazel, Deputy Director for Albi, responsible 

for urban planning, a promenade with enclosed lawn areas and fountains 
• Rochegude Park (pictured), with a classical 19th Century a la Français garden, English Garden and 

natural areas, led by Christian Amiel, Manager of the Department of Parks, Gardens and Natural 
Areas for Albi. 

 

In the late afternoon conference delegates had an 
opportunity to visit the Sainte-Cecile’s cathedral, part of the 
UNESCO Episcopal City heritage and the largest brick church 
in Europe with the largest wall paintings in Europe, and the 
largest classical organ in France, for which the visit included 
an organ concert. 

While dinner was a free evening, most Hortis and WUP 
conference delegates dined at a restaurant beside the 
cathedral. 
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Thursday 6th: Green Heritage and its Contribution to Society 

The morning keynote address was by Francois Colson (Emeritus Professor Agrocampus Ouest) on the 
contribution of green heritage values of social equity, democracy, quality of life and happiness. 

There were five morning sessions with two by WUP presenters, Steve Wolter, (Eppley Institute, USA) 
on adapting to climate change and building resilience with urban parks (pictured left), and Prof. 
Giovanni Sanesi (Bari, Italy) Chair of the WUP Applied Research Working Group, reporting the results 
of the working group’s survey on research needs and approaches (pictured right) 
  

  

The afternoon included a interesting presentation by Ralf Witthaus 
(Germany) a land artist providing a new focus on older parks 
around the world with lawnmower art (pictured). 

 

The morning was capped with a keynote by Carlo Calfapietra (Agro-
environmental and Forest Biology Institute, Italy), Chair of the 
European Cooperation in Science and Technology’s (COST) action 
‘Forests and green infrastructure’ on a green infrastructure 
approach to in linking social and environmental aspects of urban 
forests (pictured). The 35 country organisation will be supporting 

the Green Infrastructure: Nature 
based solutions for sustainable 
and resilient cities in Orvieto, 
Italy 4-7 April 2017 that WUP 
delegates will also attend. 

Before lunch several brief 
presentations were made by 
congress-sponsoring business 
partners. 
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The afternoon program was themed The evolution of green areas in modern society and split 
between eight presentations by French, Spanish and Slovenian speakers, and six longer participative 
workshops. 

Three of the workshops were presented and facilitated by WUP members. 

Chris Rutherford (Xyst Ltd, New Zealand) provided greater depth and interaction on Yardstick 
benchmarking comparative analysis of parks and leisure in cities. 

Peter Verdyck (Provincie Antwerpen, Belgium) and Co-Chair of the Large Urban Parks Good Practices 
Working Group, and Alberto Ipas (Zaragoza, Spain) a member of the Group, presented on large 
urban parks, first-result statistics on from a large urban parks database (pictured), and examined 
good financial and funding practices from three large urban parks. 

 

Dr Christy Boylan (Ireland), Chair of the World Parks Academy, and Steve Wolter (Eppley Institute, 
USA) the Executive Director administering the Academy, facilitated a workshop with delegates 
identifying key issues and solutions in parks, open space and recreation that would be collated and 
reported back to Hortis and WUP. The workshop also met requirements for Certified Parks 
Professional – International credentialing. 

 
Hortis held a General Meeting for members in the Grand theatre in the evening. 

 
The Gala Dinner commenced 9 pm in the restaurant atop the Grand Theatre Albi, with food in tapas 
style and later dancing. 

Speeches were made by Jean-Pierre Gueneau, Dr Anna Steidle, and by invited presidents of national 
associations of bordering countries. 
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Eight Hortis members had 
completed the new World Parks 
Academy and Hortis partnered 
Certified Parks Professional – France 
professional certification for Hortis 
members and the opportunity was 
taken for Jean-Pierre Gueneau, Dr 
Christy Boylan and Steve Wolter to 
formally present the certificates 
(pictured) to those present at the 
Gala dinner, together with a 
Certified Parks Professional – 
International Certificate to Daniel 
Boulens. 

 
Friday 7th Workshop Synthesis, Hortis Regional Delegations and General Conclusion 

 

The morning keynote was provided Dr 
Digby Whyte outlining the role, growth 
(member distribution map pictured) 
and activities of WUP, including 
committee and working party 
leadership, leaders in the Europe 
Region and the significant contribution 
made by Hortis to joint projects that 
would lead the way for other national 
associations.  

 

 

The presentation included an 
announcement and brief background of 
the WUP Distinguished Individual 
Award 2017 recipient, Neil McCarthy of 
Australia (pictured) 
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A five minute presentation was made by Mary Worrall inviting congress delegates to Wirral-
Liverpool in the UK for the WUP Europe Region Congress 2017 in October 2017. Mary is pictured 
with the Wirral Waters Regeneration Plan for the harbour area. The area includes Birkenhead Park, a 
public park built in 1847. 

  

Reporters from the workshops delivered a short synthesis of workshop outcomes held the previous 
day in a plenary presentation in the main Conference theatre. 

This was followed by presentations from the Hortis Regional groups on their activities for the year, 
including technical tours (pictured). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A mid-day keynote was made by Daniel Boulens (Lyon, France) over-viewing the presentations and 
workshops of the whole Congress and drawing the connection between local and global activity. 
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The afternoon program involved technical visits to a choice of three different areas in the greater 
Albi area with the all delegates converging at the Garden of Martels in Giroussens. 

• Graulhet, gardens of the river (25 minutes from Albi), led by Arnaud Maurieres, a renowned 
landscape architect and creator of the Mediterranean School of Gardens and Landscapes, who 
designed the contemporary river gardens from former industrial wasteland.  

• Pratgraussals leisure area in Albi, led by Sarah Laurens, Vice-Chair of the urban community of 
Albi, focussing on a pedestrian and cycle bridge connecting the heritage and leisure areas of the 
River Tarn in Albi. 

• The Domino Association’s gardens in Roqueseriere (pictured) as part of a sustainable local food 
economy for residential mental health therapy, led by members of the association, including 
Yves Moisdon, a landscape architect. 

 

• Conclusive presentation by Jean-Pierre Gueneau, for what had been a very well organised, 
hosted, and attended congress; at the Garden of Martels in Giroussens (pictured), a floral park 
hosting 50,000 visits per year.  This was also a photo opportunity to capture many of the 
conference delegates (pictured).  
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A free dinner night saw delegates visit a range of Albi’s restaurants.  

During the congress there was an Accompanying Persons program for 28 partners that included the 
technical tours and dinners of the congress with an added tour program during congress 
presentations. These included the Toulouse-Lautrec Museum, St. Ceciles Cathedral, Notre Dame 
church, the Indoor Market (pictured), Fashion Museum, and Albi parks and gardens 

 

 

Post-Congress 8th  there were several options for guided Toulouse, heritage, wine tours. 


